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How can ICT support the early learning goals?

The early learning goal for ICT states firstly that teachers need to ensure that children find out about and identify the uses of everyday technology and secondly that children use ICT to support their learning. ICT should be regarded as a tool that can help develop a child’s learning potential throughout all six areas of learning within the Foundation Stage.

Using internet activities to support the early learning goals

When considering how to use the Internet with Foundation Stage children, it is useful to divide the activities into these three categories:

· activities that give children opportunities to explore 

· activities that develop ICT skills 

· activities that enhance subject teaching.

The type of activity you choose will obviously depend on the children that you are teaching and the objectives that you want them to achieve.

Activities that give children opportunities to explore

This type of activity is more suited to younger Foundation Stage children and children who lack confidence in using the computer. They allow children to develop through a ‘play’ environment, without the pressure of having to achieve specified goals. These activities are often open-ended and allow children to make their own decisions.

Bob the Builder
Fun with Spot
Ladybird Books
Activities that develop ICT skills

Whether you teach ICT skills or incorporate ICT into your subject teaching will depend on what you want the children to learn. If you are introducing an ICT skill for the first time, it may be best to choose an activity that focuses solely on that skill. Both of the websites below offer activities that develop mouse-control skills.

The Mouse Club
Pictures to colour
Activities that enhance subject teaching

Once children have the confidence and ability to control the mouse, a wide range of activities becomes available to them. The activities below vary according to the age and ability level for which they are suitable, but they all support the early learning goals.

Words and Pictures
Early Birds Music
Dottie and Buzz 

Disclaimer
The views expressed in this web page on specific products or services are not intended to be recommendations or endorsements for specific products by Becta but are intended to highlight features and benefits that can be effectively applied in a learning and teaching environment.

Source: http://schools.becta.org.uk/index.php?section=cu&catcode=ss_cu_skl_02&rid=642
